SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5475

As of February 2, 2009
Title: An act relating to economic development planning.
Brief Description: Regarding economic development planning.
Sponsors: Senators Kastama and Pridemore.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Economic Development, Trade & Innovation: 2/02/09.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE & INNOVATION
Staff: Jack Brummel (786-7428)

Background: Counties planning under the Growth Management Act (GMA) are required to
complete an economic development element for their comprehensive plan, provided funds
are appropriated by the state. The element is to include a summary of the local economy and
a summary of its strengths and weaknesses, as well as an identification of policies, programs,
and projects to foster economic growth. Approximately two-thirds of the counties have
adopted an economic element.

All counties designate an Associate Development Organization (ADO) for their county to
increase the support for and coordination of community and economic development services.
The ADOs are to provide direct business assistance and support for regional economic
research and planning efforts. They are specifically tasked with providing information on
permitting, tax and other business issues, participating in discussions regarding gaps in start-
up assistance, and participating in the development of a countywide economic development
plan, consistent with the state comprehensive plan for economic development produced by
the Washington State Economic Development Commission.

Summary of Bill: Counties planning under the GMA must complete the economic
development element of their comprehensive plan by June 30, 2010. They may direct the
ADO they choose for the county to use its state-supplied resources to complete a countywide
plan for economic development and the economic development element of the
comprehensive plan.
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The information ADOs are to provide businesses is to be via websites and other methods and
include information on tax incentives, customized training, and job skills training programs.
ADOs are to work with state and local partners to develop programs to address gaps in
business start-up assistance. They are also to take the lead in developing a countywide
economic development plan, which may serve as the economic development element of a
county's comprehensive plan.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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